PREFACE

THE general scheme of this volume is indicated by
its title. It deals more especially with the develop-
ment of the constitution within the three centuries
with which it is concerned, and it is an attempt to
trace the steps by which Parliament attained to a
permanently important share in the government of
England. On the othfer hand, while special stress
is laid upon this theme, other sides of the national
life have not been ignored, Some allusion to them,
indeed, is necessary that the progress of Parliament
may be illustrated and understood. I have also
included an outline of the general history of the
period that the reader's memory may be refreshed
as to the principal events.

I wish to thank those who have assisted me with
their help and advice. And I owe a special debt
of gratitude to the lady who so generously gave
her time to the work of compiling the index.
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